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MORE NUMBER OF DOCTORS MAY BE USING STENTS ON
HEART PATIENTS WHO DON’T NEED THEM | 5

ANTHRAX FEAR HAUNTS TIGER RESERVES IN 
KARNATAKA AFTER CATTLE DEATH | 8

V Ayyappan | TNN

T
wo days from now, anyone walking into 
the new domestic and international 
terminals of  Chennai airport can be 
forgiven for thinking they are in Mar-
war or Udaipur. The huge steel and 

glass buildings, to be inaugurated by vice-president 
Hamd Ansari on Thursday, will have something in 
common with the havelis in those regions — a court-
yard with a garden. 

A vertical garden visible from any level of  the ‘H’ 
shaped terminal is expected to be a cynosure of  all 
eyes. Walking from the check-in area to the departure 
gate along an elliptical transparent tube, one will 
pass over a green open courtyard. Special lighting in 
the garden and inside the building is expected to of-
fer a surreal experience.

The buildings, designed to make travellers linger 
around as they wait for flights, have expansive glass 
curtain walls that allow sky light to penetrate and 
highlight the geometry of  trusses in a changing pat-
tern of  shade and shadow throughout the day.

A huge quantity of  steel and glass has been used 
to minimize use of  artificial lighting during the day. 
“The ‘H’ shape allows in light from all sides and we 
have tried to create a vertical draft so that exhaust 
can go up. This way we need not cool all the air in the 
building. This will be the first airport with greenery 
inside,” said Gurpreet S Shah, principal architect 
along with Charanjit S Shah of  Creative Group that 
designed the terminals in association with Gensler 
and Frederic Schwartz Architects.

The “principal aim,” he said, “was to minimize 
heat gain and maximize day lighting throughout the 
terminal as far as possible. High level of  sustainabil-
ity has been the focus in all aspects, including restor-
ing native landscape, material selection, energy 
conservation, storm water detention and waste water 
dispersal. Bricks were replaced with aerated auto-
claved concrete blocks to ensure thermal insulation.” 

The buildings are touted as Asia’s largest green 
terminals. Variable frequency drives for motors, 
chiller load management through micro processor 
controls, lux sensors in lighting control and building 
management system are a few of  the measures set 
to for optimise energy use. Water efficient landscap-
ing, rain water harvesting, water efficient fixtures, 
use of  treated grey water for air-conditioning, cooling 
system, innovative treatment plant are also installed.

A Vertical Garden, Expansive Glass Curtain Walls, Transparent Tube To Give Fliers A Surreal Experience; All To Be Unveiled Tomorrow

In The Tube

Passengers complete check-in 
and pass through an elliptical 
tube across a central courtyard 
where vertical gardens are 
installed between check-in hall 
and departure hall of the 
terminals. The vertical garden is 
made of a steel lattice structure 
that provide support for hanging 
planters where lush vegetation,  
including orchids, are planted

New airport terminals a visual treat

Posh Interiors

Passengers alight out of 
their vehicles on the flyover 
and walk into the 
departure hall (right) on 
the first floor of the 
terminal building for check-
in. There will be 52 check-in 
counters; (left) the 
entrance to the terminal

The ‘H’ Shaped Terminals Will Be A Treat
For Passengers As They Will Be Passing Over A 
Green Open Courtyard. The Building Is Touted 
To Be Asia’s Largest Green Terminal

The twin terminals are spread over 
100 acres and can handle about 
14 million passengers per year. It is 
the size of a football field

The building’s open web, steel 
super structure rises to support twin 
curved roofs over a column-free 
terminal shaded by expansive 
glass walls

Skylight geometry of trusses allow 
light to permeate into the terminals

Twin wing-like hovering roofs 
provide shade and protects departing 
passengers from scorching heat

The terminals have one of the 
largest overhangs in the world
spanning 24 metre

The wing-like roof is made of hot 
bended circular iron tube and there 
are no pillars inside the terminal hall

Rainwater is collected in a vertical 

garden’s reflecting pools and 
cisterns. Recycled water is used as a 
sustainable source of irrigation which 
will save consumption by 40%

A thin flyover runs in front of the 
two terminals. It is a box-shaped 
structure spanning 14 metres and 
rests on thick, hollow ‘T’ beams 

The terminals have 16,500 sq 
metre of office space and 7,500 sq 
metre of commercial space
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High level of sustainability has been the 
focus in all aspects of design including 

restoring native landscape, material selection, 
energy conservation, storm water detention and 
waste dispersal | Gurpreet S Shah, PRINCIPAL ARCHITECT

Arrival

Too late, lamented: Artists who await state honours

Sneha Bhattacharjee | TNN

W
hen the Centre 
recently decided 
to honour play-
back singer S 
Janaki with a 

Padma Bhushan award, she sur-
prised many by declining to accept 
the award. Her reason was that the 
recognitions had just come too late.

It is not just Janaki who feels ag-
grieved about Padma awards. State 
recognition has eluded many senior 
artists from the south, be it film mu-
sic composers M S Vishwanathan 
and V Dakshinamoorthy, Bharatan-
atyam dancer Sarada Hoffman or 

Carnatic musician Nedunuri 
Krishnamoorthy. Most of  them are 
in their 70s and 80s and have more 
or less resigned to the lack of  state 
recognition.

“He is not bothered about it as 
none of  his colleagues received a 
Padma award,” says Gopi Krishna, 
son of  84-year-old Vishwanathan, 
popularly known as MSV. While the 
musician feels that the public has 
awarded him with their apprecia-
tion for his music, family and fans 
say that if  at all he got the award, it 
should have come 30 years ago.

“We ensured that his details are 
sent by the state government and 
though they have recommended 
him in the last few years, he hasn’t 
got it yet. Now, we have told him that 
even if  he gets a Bharat Ratna he 
should reject it. But he just laughs,” 
says R Sabesan, a fan.

Padma awards, instituted in 1954, 
are given in three categories- Padma 
Shri for ‘distinguished service’; 
Padma Bhushan for ‘distinguished 

service of  a high order’; and Padma 
Vibhushan for ‘exceptional and dis-
tinguished service’ in various fields. 
Every year, recommendations from 
state governments, ministries and 
departments, Bharat Ratna and 
Padma Vibhushan awardees, min-
isters and private individuals are 
placed before a committee. It short-
lists 120 names and the list is then 
approved by the Prime Minister and 
the President. 

However, many artists say that 
the selection process is not transpar-
ent. “Committees should consist of  
people with integrity and enough 
knowledge to know about the person 
whom they are selecting for the 
award,” says K Satchidanandan, a 
well known poet and former secre-
tary of  Sahitya Akademi.

Art critic Sadanad Menon says 
that in a huge country like India, it 
is natural for some people to miss 
such awards. “Every year, they give 
120 awards. So it is no wonder that 
many are left out. Either the 

goverment should scrap it or in-
crease the number of  awards,” says 
Menon. “Awards are just a sign of  
patronage. Something that you see 
in the monarchical, feudal patron-
age system where you bless a few 
people while ignore the others,” 
adds Menon.

According to Menon, instead 
of  awarding the artists, the gov-
ernment should enhance the 
infrastructure for them. They 
should build more stages and 
studios so artists don’t have to 
run around to find performance 
spaces.

As for Janaki’s decision, Car-
natic musician Aruna Sairam 
says it is a bold one. “She has 
brought to light how many 
legends in the south have 
been ignored over the years. 
But, if  she eventually agrees 
to accept the award, it would be 
great,” says Sairam. “You do not say 
no to something that your country 
gives you,” she says.

Nedunuri 
Krishnamoorthy, 85 | Carnatic 
musician from Andhra Pradesh, 

instrumental in popularising 
Annamacharya 

kritis; also a 
noted guru

Sarada 
Hoffman, 73 |
Noted 
Bharatanatyam 
dancer, who was a 
student of Rukmini 
Devi, has trained 
many like the 
Dhananjayans and 
Leela Samson

M S Vishwanathan, 84 | This 
composer from TN has scored for 

over 500 films in Tamil, Telugu,  
Malayalam cinema

V Dakshinamoorthy, 93 | Malayalam and 
Tamil film composer, his career spanned several 
decades beginning with the golden age of the 50's

THE UNSUNG ONES
Many veteran musicians and dancers have missed the national 
honours despite having their names proposed 

Singer S Janaki’s 
rejection of 
national honour 
brings to focus 
neglect of veterans 
from the south

Chennai: As many as 30,013
Class 12 students in Chennai
are set to take the board exam
practicals from February 1 to
16 in two phases — from Feb-
ruary 1 to 8 and from February
9 to 16. 

Though the exams are be-
ing conducted around the
same time as in earlier years,
students and teachers feel the
timing could have been re-
vised to suit the changes made
in the academic calendar. 

It all started with the
change in the half-yearly ex-
am dates. The second-term,
which usually closes with the
Christmas holidays, was ex-
tended till January 10 for
Class 12 students. The inordi-
nate number of rain holidays
the state government was
forced to declare was cited as
the reason for the change in
plans. 

This pushed the first revi-

sion test, usually conducted
before the Pongal holidays, to
January 18. Several of the core
exams, scheduled to be held
from January 28 to 31, will now
be held from February 19 to 22
after the practicals. “We are
afraid that this clash of model
exams and board practicals

will result in students not be-
ing able to write even one revi-
sion exam. How can we expect
students to come to school a
week before the boards,”
asked a commerce teacher in
an aided school. 

Teachers said that even
students who sit for the revi-
sion exam couldn’t really ben-
efit from it, because the eval-
uated revision papers would
be given on February 25. Three
days before the board exam is
no time to tell a student that he
or she is weak in a subject,
some said. Some private
schools have, however, man-
aged to cram two revision tests
after the half-yearly exams.

To avoid a situation where
there is neither time to pre-
pare for the board practicals
nor gain maximum benefit by
conducting a revision test,
schools suggest postponing
the board practicals till after
the theory exams end on
March 27.

Class 12 practicals from Feb 1,
teachers say timing not right 
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EXAM FEVER

Data for Chennai

Students taking higher 
secondary exams | 51,604
Students taking practical 
exams | 30,013
Practical exam centres | 300
Higher secondary teachers 
involved in conducting the 
practical exams | 1,400
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