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Vice President inaugurates new International, domestic terminals in Chennai

PTI

The newly built domestic and international air terminal at Meenambakkam in Chennai. - Photo: S R Raghunathan
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Chennai, Jan 31: 

Vice President M Hamid Ansari on Thursday inaugurated the newly built International and Domestic terminals at the
airport here and upgraded air facilities, all completed at a cost of over Rs 2,000 crore by the Airports Authority of
India.

Chief Minister Jayalalithaa, who was originally scheduled to participate, boycotted the function since the Centre had
not responded favourably to her demand to name domestic Terminal 2 after her mentor, AIADMK founder and
former Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M G Ramachandran.

In his address Ansari said Chennai airport is the “premier” international gateway and air hub for South India, besides
being the third busiest airport in the country.

“It has attained greater importance in view of India’s Look East Policy due to which greater economic and
commercial integration with countries of East Asia and South East Asia is taking place at a rapid pace.”

“Consequently, passenger and freight traffic to and from these countries is bound to rise in the times to come. With
Chennai being the natural gateway due to geographical proximity, the upgrade and modernisation of the airport is a
timely and appropriate initiative,” he said.

As a vital infrastructure, civil aviation plays an essential role in the economic progress and integration of a country
and it has an important role to play in promotion of travel, trade and tourism, he said.

“During natural calamities, harsh weather conditions as in places like Leh, Kargil and the Islands, air transport is the
most viable mode. Civil aviation also makes a vital contribution on integrating the country with the rest of the world,”
he noted.

Better air services help improve competitiveness of industry and exports and by expanding the size of the market
aviation acts as a ‘spur’ for innovation, he said.

With a 15 per cent Compounded Annual Growth in air transport in India in the last 10 years, he said he has been told
the government of India has given in-principle approval for 15 Greenfield airports with AAI upgrading and
modernising 35 non-metro airports.

“These steps will definitely help in providing better facilities and connectivity to citizens in the coming decades,” he
said.

Like 17k

http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cw5wv8rcMUbX3Hezaiget1oEQrISqiwLEguuBRZyvzH0QASC9g78TUPC58YEFYOXC5IOkDqAB0IOR-QPIAQGpAgTvjYtAM1Q-qAMBqgT4AU_QWxxWCUF0VmyLVy4nO1l5CuImPwdJG5zXeCCPuhZVE7VfsSK47Cx1OVJhywrlpO1PkuuD_KJOc3xzUmZ6DDwWwSWCootUnnWLoySHBW6UcvMEjR6nBfGfp27GL-pah3D0wRvjUqwS2g-oOBAAmVfAOK2Kxtv6wKJFhTRBMY4--agAGmiG8TcPjns1SFr9yiT3GPq7imKnsZbCeWHYS_N-feo8f-oMog_CdKnKP-8_Kg3IzFYN4kgm2AeSkMjjkR4tzbAkFcM1rBiJ0Qus4SXpV73AH9nmYRyFrypQ5jhs5Dd0yXNCgNUK9ejznBmkqKSKFSul5qFjiAYBgAeY_O4G&num=1&cid=5Gh4_Nx5lHtHQLlVzzVNWzdg&sig=AOD64_1eONFoIwvnfIGEAgcCzyE5qJtqmA&client=ca-hindu_site_html&adurl=http://www.equitymaster.com/5minwrapup/5min_2013.asp%3Fregsrc%3D229
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cw5wv8rcMUbX3Hezaiget1oEQrISqiwLEguuBRZyvzH0QASC9g78TUPC58YEFYOXC5IOkDqAB0IOR-QPIAQGpAgTvjYtAM1Q-qAMBqgT4AU_QWxxWCUF0VmyLVy4nO1l5CuImPwdJG5zXeCCPuhZVE7VfsSK47Cx1OVJhywrlpO1PkuuD_KJOc3xzUmZ6DDwWwSWCootUnnWLoySHBW6UcvMEjR6nBfGfp27GL-pah3D0wRvjUqwS2g-oOBAAmVfAOK2Kxtv6wKJFhTRBMY4--agAGmiG8TcPjns1SFr9yiT3GPq7imKnsZbCeWHYS_N-feo8f-oMog_CdKnKP-8_Kg3IzFYN4kgm2AeSkMjjkR4tzbAkFcM1rBiJ0Qus4SXpV73AH9nmYRyFrypQ5jhs5Dd0yXNCgNUK9ejznBmkqKSKFSul5qFjiAYBgAeY_O4G&num=1&cid=5Gh4_Nx5lHtHQLlVzzVNWzdg&sig=AOD64_1eONFoIwvnfIGEAgcCzyE5qJtqmA&client=ca-hindu_site_html&adurl=http://www.equitymaster.com/5minwrapup/5min_2013.asp%3Fregsrc%3D229

